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By Susan Miron

Xiang Yu 1s no stranger to rave reviews and competition medals, most famously a First Prize in
the 2010 Yehudi Menuhin International Competition for Young Violinists in Oslo. Last week
he was featured on On Pointf with Tom Ashbrook on WBUR, and this week he debuted at the
Gardner Museum Sunday Series. He will be appearing as a soloist with the NEC Phulharmonia
at Symphony Hall tonight in Sergei Prokofieff’s Concerto #1.

Yu's Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum concert on Sunday was a considerable success. While
Yu 1s completing work on his Artist Diploma at NEC (one of two students currently in that
prestigious program), he 1s already a polished artist, with both a stupendous technique and a
musical voice all his own. Born 24 years ago in Inner Mongolia to Chinese parents, he moved
to Shanghai for 10 years of study. He then came halfivay across the world to study with Donald
Weilerstemn at NEC and, clearly, this was a wise decision. At this point he sounds like a mature

artist ready to commence a major career.

sunday s concert featured four virtuoso pieces for violin and piano, two of which, the Sonata
for Violin and Piano in A Major (1886) by César Franck (1822-1890) and Debussy’s Sonata for
Violin and Piano in G Mimnor (1916-17), are found often, perhaps too often mn the case of the

Franck composition, on recitals.

The program opened with the “*Chaconne m G Minor for Violin and Piano,” which was
putatively composed m 1705 by Tommaso Antom1 Vitali It 1s much more likely that the work
was patched together from unknown sources by violinist and composer Ferdinand David. In the
early yvears of the twentieth century the work was revised by Léopold Charlier, who eliminated
many of the less mteresting variations and added a number of passages of heightened
virtuosity. Yu was fully equal to the technical challenges of the Charlier version. It was a

dazzling opening.

The Franck Violin Sonata has been played by at least a half dozen string and wind mstruments,

and many of us who attend concerts regularly are sick to death of it. So it was almost a shock to
find myself really enjoying this performance, Yu’s virtuosic playing making the piece (with its
gorgeous third movement) almost fly by. The violin and Dina Vamshtein’s piano were

extremely well balanced, the latter never overwhelming the former.

Shortly before his death from cancer of the colon in 1918, Debussy mtended to complete six
chamber sonatas. Besides the Cello Sonata, and the Sonata for Flute, Viola, and Harp, there 1s
the Violin Sonata, the last work he finished. Yu and Vamsthem played 1t with more imagination
and rhythmic freedom than one usually hears. As in the case of the Franck, the performance

cleared away decades of clichés and made the piece sound spontaneous, even fresh.

The last piece on the program was written, like most of the Polish composer Karol
Szymanowski’s violin music (two concerti and smaller works for violin and piano), for his
close friend Pawel Kochanski. “Noctume and Tarantella™ 1s a dream piece for a super-virtuoso
dream piece. The audience was wowed. (So was I.) Opportunities to hear Yu include tonight at
Symphony Hall with the NEC Philharmonia and at Jordan Hall (free!) on April 30 at 8 p.m.
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A Fuse
Susan Miron, a harpist, has been a book reviewer for over 20 years for a large variety of GlOb al Narra ﬁ‘__res
literary publications and newspapers. Her fields of expertise were East and Central European, ’
Irish, and Israel iterature. Susan covers classical music for The Arts Fuse and The Boston I“c 8
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More info The Arts Fuse began publishing 1n

July 2007 as an online arts magazme for
Wellesley Hospital. Greater Boston with in-depth criticism,
previews, interviews, and commentary
covering dance, film, food, literature, music,
television, theater, video games, and visual

Q Share / Save * arts. Celebrating our seventh anniversary 1n
2014, The Arts Fuse now has published more
than 2,500 articles and receives 35,000+ visits
every month. The Arts Fuse 1s dedicated to
creating an online space for thoughtful
criticism and commentary as well as to spark

renowned storyteller Norah Dooley and plays the Celtic harp at the Cancer Center at Newton

Tweet < 1|  Tweet - 1 G+share <1 @ &5 © @B =

If vou enjoved this article, vou may also be interested in these:

1. Fuse CD Review: SHUFFLE Concert — An Inspired Experiment m “Musical conversation E“lhd greater participation in thhe
) arts and entertainment 1n Boston. In reaction
Democracy to the declining arts coverage 1n newspapers,
2. Fuse Concert Review: Mistral — A Welcome Act of Musical Chutzpah magazines, radio, and television, Editor-in-
3. Fuse Concert Review: Emmanuel Music — Beethoven Inspires a Seriously Big Event R Bj 1 hhm Sta.rtEd T e Ar.tsf Hage rata
4. Fuse Concert Review: Chameleon Arts Ensemble Sparkles, As Usual k
5. Fuse Concert Review: Boston Chamber Music Society enchants with Ravel and :
Iris Fanger
Debussy
On theater
and dance for
The Arts Fuse

Read more by Susan Miron

Follow Susan Miron on Twitter

Email Suzan Miuon

L Tagged with: Celebrity-Series, New England Conservatery, Xiang Yu Pasted by Susan Miron at 10:05 ]H; -rﬂmtheArohwesHave """""""""""
Leave a Reply you read these”?

[ - Jonire ASHEANSE L TR

[ E-mail J (required)

= |

[ Your Comment

b i link quote

b i | link | quote

file:///Users/AngeloXiangYu/Desktop/Fuse%% 20Concert% 20Review...cal% 20Voice%% 20All % 20His% 200wn% 20 % 20The % 20Arts % 20Fuse . htmil Page 3 of &



Fuse Concert Review: Violinist Xiang Yu — A Stupendous Technique and a Musical Voice All His Own » The Arts Fuse 9/14/15, 5:54 PM

Submit Comment

Fusze Concert Eeview: Tenor MNicholas Phan and Piamst Myra Huang — A Fuse Televizion Commentary: Wlather Stephen

Diream Teamn Colbert?

Iris Fanger

Y

On theater
and dance for
The Arts Fuse

Coming Attractions: Popular Music in June
2010

Fuse Review: “Ain’t in It for My Health: A
Film About Levon Helm™ — Heartfelt
Tribute to an American Original

Fuse Commentary Drill Down: George
Russell’s “Living Time ™

Fuse Commentary: What Do We Talk about
When We Talk about Cultural Dialogue

Menace in Minsk

file:///Users/AngeloXiangYu/Desktop/Fuse%% 20Concert% 20Review...cal% 20Voice%% 20All % 20His% 200wn% 20 % 20The % 20Arts % 20Fuse . htmil Page 4 of &



Fuse Concert Review: Violinist Xiang Yu — A Stupendous Technique and a Musical Voice All His Own » The Arts Fuse 9/14/15, 5:54 PM

Joann Green
Breuer

On theater and
film for
The Arts Fuse

Fuse Classical Music Commentary: Kapellmeister
Nelsons (1)
Jonas: "Normman Lebrecht, whose commentary on
all things clas=ical music can sometunes border on

the livsterical” Sometimes? : )

Fuse Stage Interview: Robert Scanlan on Samuel
Beckett’s Women (2)
Eobert Israel: Theatergoers will get another
opportunty to see Not I paformed by the

mcomparable Liga Dwan from the UK when she ...

Fuse Concert Review: Entrancing and Surprising —
Todd Fundgren Goes “Global™ (4)

sam: Hello People! I have been afan for forty vears
and I feel sonry for all of vou that still want ...

Fuse Theater Review: “Informed Consent” —

Science, Ethics, and Racing Against the Clock (1)
Hal Corley: Excellent reviews. 100% m agreement

on Informed Consent; miy favorite play of the last
vear, probably several vears. At 95 .

Select Month +

Est. 2007
!The ‘Use the point of your pen, not the feather

rtS Fuse —Jonathan Swift

Boston's Online Arts Magazine: Dance, Film, , ,
© 2002-2015 The Ars Fuse _ , . Suffusion theme by Sayontan Sinha
Literature, Music, Theater, and more

file:///Users/AngeloXiangYu/Desktop/Fuse%% 20Concert% 20Review...cal% 20Voice%% 20All % 20His% 200wn% 20 % 20The % 20Arts % 20Fuse . htmil Page 5 of &



